
Eighth Judicial District Criminal Justice Coordination Council - Taos
Minutes

Friday, September 2, 2022

9:00 AM- 10:00 AM

Via Google Meet

Attendance:

Taos Judicial District Court - Present Judge Shannon, Lauren Felts-Salazar, Hannah Smith
District Attorney - Absent
Public Defender - Present Aleks Kostich, Lisa Hamer
Taos County Magistrate Court - Present Judge Sara Blankenhorn, Ashley Nespoli-Nelson
Taos County Adult Detention Center - Present Michael DannyGarcia
Town of Taos Police Chief - Absent
Taos County Sheriff - Present Sheriff Jerry Hogrefe
Taos Adult Probation and Parole - Absent
Taos County - Present Jason Silva, Brent Jaramillo
Health Care Assistance Program - Present Zach Cordova
Taos Behavioral Health - Absent
Rio Grande ATP - Present Larry Herrera
Juvenile Probation and Parole - Present Erika Meadows
CAV - Present Malinda Williams, Debbie McCann
Taos Pueblo Tribal Court – Absent
Taos E911 - Present Dominic Lucero
Compestela - Present Dr. Trinidad Arguello

Additional attendees: Amy Romero, EMTZ Tracking; Walter Vigil HRDA; Al Gonzales HRDA; Chief Ron Montez, Questa Police;
Rasa O’Donnell, LEAD; Heidi Wahl, Pinwheel Healing



Agenda Item Discussion Action Step
1.Call to order 9:02 am
2.Approval of Agenda JPPO motioned, Magistrate court seconded Approved unanimously
3.Approval of minutes
from July 1, 2022

Magistrate court motioned, County seconded Approved unanimously

4.COVID in the Courts
update

Lauren Felts-Salazar reported that the courts are still
under the same covid protocols, with no changes since
the last CJCC meeting.

5. Presentation from
Pinwheel

Heidi Wahl described Pinwheel’s services, including
Comprehensive Community Support Services (CCSS),
Intensive Outpatient (IOP), and Medication Assisted
Treatment (MAT) and other medication services. They
use the Treat First model, meaning they can serve
individuals for a short period of time with a formal
assessment. They currently have no waiting list.

For referrals please contact:
angela@pinwheelhealing.com
505-636-6100 mainline
1332 Gusdorf unit A

For more information please contact:
heidi@pinwheelhealing.com

6. Juvenile Matters
Subcommittee

Judge Shannon has observed that in his juvenile court,
families are in need of support and services as much as
the children are. He has also observed that there is a
need to process juvenile cases through the courts
quickly. He intends this committee to work to design a
juvenile justice system that strengthens families, as is
mandated by the juvenile delinquency act. He wants us
to reevaluate how we’re handling children, looking at
cases more holistically with a family perspective.

There was some discussion over how law enforcement
and the District Attorney’s office addresses cases
involving juveniles, and a strong encouragement for
those stakeholders to be at the table for these
conversations.

The subcommittee will also be addressing the issue of
transporting Taos juveniles outside of Taos county for
detention. Brent Jaramillo discussed the reasons why we
must transport so far away. He reports that the NM

Individuals interested in having
representation on this subcommittee
should contact Hannah Smith,
taodhls@nmcourts.gov

Hannah to work with April to set a date for
this meeting

mailto:taodhls@nmcourts.gov


Association of Counties is looking into other options,
including regional detention facilities.

Judge Shannon has identified necessary committee
members, including JPPO, LOPD, DA, Law
Enforcement, and various service providers working with
youth in our community.

7. Pre-Trial
Subcommittee

This subcommittee met 9.1.2022, and had a productive
conversation about the jail log, and communication
between the courts and the jail. Some action steps were
identified that seem promising. The overall goal is to
make sure that there are established systems, so things
aren’t being done in an ad hoc way.

This subcommittee will next focus on the GPS issue.

Judge Shannon to be invited to the next
subcommittee meeting.

8. Jail Staff group email This has been clarified and resolved.

9. NM Sentencing
Commission Crime
Reduction Grant
Application approval

Pinwheel Healing: Wishes to design and implement a
comprehensive integrative program for justice-involved
people at any level, utilizing the CCSS program to
support individuals in gaining education goals, increasing
community integration, and other supportive services as
part of their mandated treatment. Pinwheel wishes to
develop a program for both Taos and Raton.

Compostela: Wishes to develop a forensic ACT
program in Taos.

8th JDC: Wishes to request more funding to support the
Family Violence Treatment Court

RGATP: Wishes to request funding to cover the cost of
printing calendars featuring art created by treatment

Pinwheel’s Comprehensive Integrative
Program for Justice Involved People was
unanimously approved.

Compestela’s Forensic ACT program
unanimously approved.

8th JDC’s Family Violence Treatment
Court program unanimously approved.

RGATP’s calendars featuring art from
treatment court participants unanimously
approved.

Continue conversation around developing
more robust services for individuals with
severe mental illness.



court participants for the upcoming Recovery Friendly
Event.

There was a sidebar conversation about increasing
treatment opportunities for individuals with severe mental
illness.

Rasa also raised the idea that an organization might be
interested in applying for funding for a 988 crisis
response.

If anyone is interested in applying for
funding for a 988 crisis response service,
let Zach or Hannah know.

10. Law Enforcement
Overdose Response -
NM Stat § 30-31-27.1

LOPD would like to bring this statute to law
enforcement’s attention, which states that an individual
seeking medical assistance for an overdose shouldn’t be
charged with possession. The language in this statute
also gives prosecutors the opportunity to dismiss when
they read the affidavit.

11. Public/Open
Comment

The importance of Narcan distribution was discussed.
HCAP, the Sheriff, and Recovery Friendly Taos are all
able to train and distribute.

RGATP, in collaboration with the Taos Pueblo recovery
program, is hosting a program on 9.24, 12:00-4:00pm at
Kit Carson Park for Recovery month. Jimmy Santiago
Baca will be the special guest. Anyone who wants to set
up a booth, please reach out.

Heidi from Pinwheel suggested setting up a committee to
explore building a Mental Health court in Taos.

Zach to explore setting up a narcan
training at the senior center, possibly in
collaboration with the sheriff.

12. Schedule Next
Meeting

Nov. 4, 2022

13. Adjourn 10:06 am

https://law.justia.com/codes/new-mexico/2021/chapter-30/article-31/section-30-31-27-1/

